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. MeCLe.Luan, from the Committee on Public Works, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 4055} 


The Committee on Public Works, to whom was referred the bill 
(H. R. 4055) to authorize for an additional l-vear period the use of 
river and harbor appropriations for maintenance of the canal from 
Cape May Harbor to Delaware Bay and the railroad and highway 
bridges over such canal, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon without amendment and recommend that the bill do pass. 

The New Jersey Intracoastal Waterway extends from the Atlantic 
Ocean at Manasquan Inlet, N. J., to Delaware Bay. Its improve- 
ment was authorized by the River and Harbor Act of March 2, 1945 
(Public Law 14, 79th Cong.), in accordance with the recommendations 
conte ained in House Document No. 133, Seventy-sixth Congress. 
The Cape May Canal section of the Federal project was constructed 
by the Navy De ‘partment during 1942 to 1944 as a defense measure. 

One of the requirements of local cooperation for the authorized 
project was that local interests should maintain and operate the bridges 
over the Cape May Canal. Pending fulfillment of the conditions of 
local cooperation, the River and Harbor Act approved July 24, 1946, 
authorized the use of river and harbor maintenance funds for main- 
taining the Cape May Canal, and the railroad and seashore highway 
bridges over the canal, for a period of 5 vears. 

The authority under the terms of the River and Harbor Act of 1946 
expired on July 24, 1951. 

This bill will extend the expiration to July 24, 1952 

The committee is of the opinion that the strategic reason which led 
the Navy to construct the canal still exists, as the canal continues to 
serve the same purposes for which it was made available as a wartime 
measure. It is further believed that this important waterway, as a 








2 EXTENDING TIME FOR MAINTENANCE OF CANAL 


link between the North and the South, is a necessary facility for civilian 
use, including commercial fishing and other marine purposes, and 
enactment of the legislation is recommended. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, there is printed below the existing law with the 
changes proposed in italics: 


New Jersey Intracoastal Waterway; pending fulfillment of the conditions of local 
cooperation for this project as authorized by the River and Harbor Act of March 
2, 1945, appropriations heretofore or hereafter made for maintenance and improve- 
ment of rivers and harbors may be used for a period of not to exceed [five] six 
years for maintenance of the canal from Cape May Harbor to Delaware Bay 
constructed as an emergency wartime project with Navy Department funds, 
including the cost of maintaining the temporary railroad and seashore highway 
bridges over said canal. 


The following is a report of the Secretary of the Army on this 

measure: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, 
Washington 25, D. C., July 30, 1951. 
Hon. Cnarues A. Buck.ey, 
Chairman, Committee on Public Works, 
House of Re prese ntatives. 

Dear Mr. Buckuey: Reference is made to your request for the views of this 
Department concerning H. R. 4055, Eighty-second Congress, to authorize for an 
additional 2-year period the use of rivers and harbors appropriations for mainte- 
nance of the canal from Cape Mav Harbor to Delaware Bay and the railroad 
end bridges over such cena. 

The Department of the Army has considered the above-mentioned bill. The 
purpose of the bill, H. R. 4055, is set forth fully in the title. 

The River and Harbor Act of March 2, 1945, adopted a Federal project for 
taking over and improving the State-owned New Jersey Intracoastal Waterway 
subject to certain conditions of local cooperation. The Cape May Canal section 
ot the proposed Federal weterwey was constructed during 1942 to 1944 as a 
defense measure with funds supplied by the Navy Department, One of the con- 
ditions under the authorized Federal project was that local interests should main- 
tain and operate the bridges over the Cape Mey Cenat. Pending fulfillment of 
the conditions of local cooperation, the River and Harbor Act of July 24, 1946, 
authorized the use for a, period of 5 years of river and harbor eppropriations tor 
maintenance of the Cape May Canal including the cost of maintaining the tem- 
porary railroad and seashore highway bridges ever said canel. Under the terms 
of that act, this authority will expire on July 24, 1951. The Chief of Engineers 
has prepared his proposed report, based on reports of the division and district 
engineers and of the Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, which reports 
recommend that the bridges for the railroad and for the Seeshore Roed crossings 
be maintained in closed position at an estimated cost to the United States of 
$6,000 per annum until such time as local interests fulfill the requirements of local 
cooperation prescribed in the project euthorization, including maintenance of the 
bridges over the canal. 

The State of New Jersey has enacted legislation authorizing the commissioner 
of conservation and economic development to act on behalf of the State in pro- 
viding cooperation with the United States in the improvement and maintenance 
of the New Jersey Intracoastal Waterway. This Department has recently re- 
ceived a copy of a letter of the attorney general of the State in which he ‘expressed 
the view that the commissioner has authority to assume respousibility for replac- 
ing temporary railroad and highway bridges over the Cape May Canal at the end 
of their useful life and to continue to maintain and operate the new structures, 
this having been the remaining element concerning which there had been any 
doubt as to the commissioner’s authority to act with respect to the bridges over 
the Cape May Canal section of the waterway. It would appear, therefore, that 
the Commissioner of Conservation and Economic Development of the State of 
New Jersey should now be in a position to meet the requirement of local coopera- 
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tion with respect to these bridges. However, there may still be some obstacle, 
such as lack of available funds, to prevent the commissioner from immediately 
taking over the maintenance and operation of these two bridges. Accordingly, 
the Department would not object to enactment of the bill if it is amended to pro- 
vide for an additional period of 1 year instead of 2 years as now proposed. Should 
the bill be considered favorably, it is further suggested that the word “highway” 
be inserted before the word ‘‘bridges’’ in the title. 

The fiscal effect of the bill will be an annual expenditure of $77,000 for main- 
taining the canal and two bridges in an active status. 

The report has been coordinated among the departments and boards of the 
Department of Defense in accordance with procedures prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense. 

The Bureau of the Budget advises that there is no objection to the submission 
of this report. 

Sincerely yours, 
FRANK Pace, Jr., 
Secretary of the Army. 





